It is easy to obtain details as to the findings at operation, the mortality rate, and the condition of the patient a few weeks after any surgical procedure, but reliable figures collected by a disinterested observer, extending over a period of years afterwards, are few and far between, and it would be difficult, if not impossible, to obtain such guidance with reference to the operation for gallstones.
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The end-results presented in this paper relate to patients operated on at the Bristol Royal Infirmary from January, 1900, to July, 1911 
